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Methods: 
 
 
The spawner survey was conducted 2 times a week for a total of 10 weeks.  Index areas were established, 
and surveyed at the beginning and end of each week. Data collection included, number of live salmon, 
number of dead salmon, number of completed redds, salmon species and scale sample collection for coho. 
 
Tissue samples were also collected from a small population of Coho Salmon in a particular spawning reach 
on Deer Creek to establish a DNA profile of this stock. A volunteer operated remote site coho salmon 
incubator has been in production for four years in this general area. Gathering DNA information from adult 
recruitment, should establish production results, assuming WDFW will analyze the samples. 
 
Scale samples were taken from both sides of the salmon carcasses above the lateral line. A fork length was 
also taken, along with the sex and specie. Completed salmon redds were counted and flagged to establish 
some degree of accuracy. The dead carcasses were counted and marked with tail-removal, so a firm count 
could be established. At times this became difficult due to competition from the wild population of 
mammals and large birds of prey feasting on my data.  
 
At the onset of this salmon spawner survey, it became apparent the run time for fall Chinook had peaked, 
and the run timing for the Coho was somewhat early. So the Chinook data will appear weak; this may 
suggest that the Chinook population is small in this system. One observation taken below Barrett lake, 
roughly 1/4 mi from the confluence of the Nooksack river; a completed Chinook redd measuring 2.25m in 
length by 1.5m in width. 
 
 
Stream name and index areas: 
 
Ten mile Creek W.R.I.A. 01-0163 
     R.M. 0.0 - 0.50 
     R.M. 8.5 - 10.0 
 
Deer Creek     W.R.I.A. 01-0165 
     R.M. 0.25 - 1.0 
     R.M. 3.0 - 3.75 
 
Crystal Springs Cr. W.R.I.A. 01-0184 
     R.M. 0.0 - 0.5 
     R.M. 0.5 - 1.2 
 
Starry Creek W.I.R.A. 01- 0189 
     R.M. 0.0 - 0.75 
 
Spawner Survey Results: 
 
Deer Creek totals. 50 Coho and 25 Coho redds. 1 chum. 
 
10 Mile Cr. (mainstem) totals. 10 Chinook and 1 Chinook redd. 8 Chum (in transit). 1 Coho  
and 1 Coho redd.   
 
Crystal Springs. totals. 4 Chinook. 40 Chum and 5 Chum redds. 12 Coho and 2 Coho  
redds. 12 unknown redds.                              
 



Starry Cr. totals.   2 Coho and 1 Coho redd. 
 
 
Other Discussion: 
 
After talking with George Richardson, he claims that Crystal Springs Creek historically was a chum 
salmon creek. The springs are on the family homestead and at one time supplied the family with fresh 
salmon when times were tough. George is now 83 years of age. He also mentioned that since NSEA has 
fixed the culvert below his property (lagerway) he has noticed salmon once again returning to his property 
over the past two years. In the same system,  Mr. Gorssinger would like a large amount of spawning gravel 
deployed throughout his stream section. His wife was thrilled to see salmon passing through their property. 
The 2nd property owner above Gorssinger has a major cow problem; stream is in sad shape. 
 
Mr. Paul Schneider on Deer Creek has lived on the stream for 30 years. He remembers a bounty of salmon 
returning through the 60’s. Around 1974,  he has seen a steady decline. This information was confirmed by 
a next-door neighbor. There are four adjoining neighbors at mi. .5 - .75 that are willing co-operators that 
would like to here from NSEA. Planting and structure removal were mentioned for starters. 
 
 


